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A BILL

i n t i t u l e d

An Act to repeal the Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth
Judgments Act (Chapter 264 of the 1985 Revised Edition) and to
make consequential amendments to certain other Acts.

Be it enacted by the President with the advice and consent of the
Parliament of Singapore, as follows:
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Short title and commencement

1. This Act is the Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth
Judgments (Repeal) Act 2019 and comes into operation on a date that
the Minister appoints by notification in the Gazette.

5 Repeal of Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth
Judgments Act

2.—(1) The Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth
Judgments Act (called in this Act the repealed Act) is repealed.

(2) Despite subsection (1) —

10 (a) sections 2A and 3(1) and (2) of the repealed Act as in force
immediately before the date of commencement of this Act
(called in this Act the appointed date) continue to apply to a
judgment obtained before that date —

(i) in a superior court of the United Kingdom of Great
15 Britain and Northern Ireland; or

(ii) in such court of such part of the Commonwealth as is
specified in a notification under section 5 of the
repealed Act that was in force immediately before
that date;

20 (b) sections 2A and 3(3) of the repealed Act as in force
immediately before the appointed date continue to apply to
a judgment registered under section 3(1) and (2) of the
repealed Act, including those provisions as applied by
paragraph (a);

25 (c) sections 2A and 3(5) of the repealed Act as in force
immediately before the appointed date continue to apply to
a judgment mentioned in paragraph (a) registrable under
the repealed Act, including by the application of that
paragraph; and

30 (d) section 4 of the repealed Act as in force immediately
before the appointed date continues to apply to a judgment
obtained in the High Court before that date.
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Repeal of Part II of Reciprocal Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments Act

3.—(1) Part II of the Reciprocal Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments Act (Cap. 265, 2001 Ed.) (called in this section the

5REFJA) is repealed.

(2) Despite subsection (1), section 10 of the REFJA as in force
immediately before the appointed date continues to apply in relation
to an order made under section 3 of the REFJA before that date
extending Part I of the REFJA to a part of the Commonwealth to

10which the repealed Act applied, and that was in force immediately
before that date.

Consequential amendment to International Arbitration Act

4.—(1) Section 33 of the International Arbitration Act (Cap. 143A,
2002 Ed.) is amended by deleting subsection (2).

15(2) Despite subsection (1), section 33(2) of the International
Arbitration Act as in force immediately before the appointed date
continues to apply to a foreign award (within the meaning of that Act)
made before that date and registrable under the repealed Act,
including by the application of section 2(2).

20Additional saving and transitional provisions

5. For a period of 2 years after the appointed date, the Minister may,
by regulations, prescribe such additional provisions of a saving or
transitional nature consequent on the enactment of any provision of
this Act as the Minister may consider necessary or expedient.

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This Bill seeks to repeal the Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth
Judgments Act (Cap. 264) (called the RECJA) and to make consequential
amendments to 2 other Acts.

Clause 2 repeals the RECJA and provides for saving and transitional provisions
as regards judgments obtained before the repeal date that are otherwise registrable
under the RECJA, and judgments already registered under the RECJA.
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Clause 3 repeals Part II of the Reciprocal Enforcement of Foreign
Judgments Act (Cap. 265) (called the REFJA) which deals with orders made
extending Part I of the REFJA to countries to which the RECJA applied. The
clause also saves the operation of section 10 of the REFJA as regards such orders
that are already made.

Clause 4 deletes subsection (2) of section 33 of the International Arbitration Act
(Cap. 143A), which disapplies section 3(5) of the RECJA to proceedings to
enforce a foreign arbitral award that is both enforceable under Part III of the
International Arbitration Act and registrable under the RECJA. The clause also
saves the application of section 33(2) to a foreign award made before the repeal
date.

Clause 5 enables additional saving and transitional provisions to be made for
the Bill.

EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC MONEY

This Bill will not involve the Government in any extra financial expenditure.
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