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Road Traffic (Amendment No. 2) Bill

Bill No. 45/2002.

Read the first time on 25th November 2002.

A BILL

intituled
An Act to amend the Road Traffic Act (Chapter 276 of the 1997 Revised
Edition).

Be it enacted by the President with the advice and consent of the
Parliament of Singapore, as follows:
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Short title and commencement

1. This Act may be cited as the Road Traffic (Amendment No. 2) Act
2002 and shall come into operation on such date as the Minister may, by
notification in the Gazette, appoint.

Amendment of section 2

2. Section 2(1) of the Road Traffic Act (referred to in this Act as the
principal Act) is amended —

(a) by deleting the words “Minister for Communications” in
paragraphs (a) and (c¢) of the definition of “Minister” and
substituting in each case the words “Minister for Transport”; and

(b) Dby deleting the definition of “trishaw”.

Amendment of section 11A
3. Section 11A of the principal Act is amended —

(a) by deleting paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3) and
substituting the following paragraphs:

“(a) a fine not exceeding $5,000; and

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, a
fine not exceeding $10,000.”;

(b) by deleting the words “shall on conviction be punished with a
fine of not less than twice the amount of the fee payable for a
licence for 12 months in respect of that motor vehicle as if it
were not subject to the restriction referred to in that subsection”
in the 5th to last lines of subsection (4) and substituting the
words “shall on conviction be punished with a fine not exceeding
$20,000 or with imprisonment for a term not exceeding
12 months or with both; and

(¢) by inserting, immediately after subsection (4), the following
subsection:

“(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of any written law to the
contrary, a District Court or Magistrate’s Court shall have the
jurisdiction to try any offence under this section and to impose
the maximum penalty prescribed therefor.”.
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Amendment of section 19

4. Section 19 of the principal Act is amended by deleting subsection (4).

New section 23A

5. The principal Act is amended by inserting, immediately after section
23, the following section:

“Duty of manufacturers and dealers to notify Registrar and
owners of safety-related defects in vehicles

23A.—(1) Any person being a manufacturer or dealer of vehicles
shall, on becoming aware of any safety-related defect in any vehicle
manufactured or sold by him, cause a notice of the defect to be given
to —

(a) the Registrar;

(b) each person who has obtained such a vehicle from the
manufacturer or dealer; and

(c) each current owner of such a vehicle as determined from —

(i) any warranty issued by the manufacturer or dealer with
respect to the functioning of the vehicle that has, to the
knowledge of the manufacturer or dealer, been given,
sold or transferred to the current owner; or

(i1) the vehicle registration records as kept by the Registrar.

(2) Where the Registrar is satisfied that the name of the current
owner of a vehicle cannot reasonably be determined by a
manufacturer or dealer in accordance with subsection (1)(c), the
Registrar may —

(a) order the manufacturer or dealer to give notice of the defect
by publication in all daily newspapers in Singapore or by
dissemination in such alternative medium for such period as
the Registrar may determine; or

(b) order that the current owner need not be notified.

(3) A notice required to be given under subsection (1) or (2) shall
be in such form as the Registrar may require and shall —
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(a) contain a description of the defect, an evaluation of the
safety risk arising from it and the directions for rectifying it;
and

(b) state the time and place at which the person to whom the
notice is given may present his vehicle in order that the
defect may be rectified by the manufacturer or dealer or his
agent.

(4) Any manufacturer or dealer of vehicles who causes any notice to
be given under subsection (1) or (2) in connection with any safety-
related defect in any vehicle manufactured or sold by him shall —

(a) within a period of one month from the date on which such
notice is given; and

(b) thereafter, within such subsequent period as the Registrar
may require,

submit to the Registrar in such form as the Registrar may require a
report containing such information relating to the safety-related defect
and its rectification as the Registrar may require.

(5) Any person who, being a manufacturer or dealer of vehicles —

(a) fails to comply with the requirements of subsection (1), (3)
or (4) or any order given by the Registrar under subsection

(2)(a); or
(b) fails to rectify or secure the rectification by his agent of any
safety-related defect in any vehicle that is presented for

rectification pursuant to a notice given by the manufacturer
or dealer under this section,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction —

(1) to a fine not exceeding $2,000 for each vehicle in respect of

which the offence is committed, subject to a maximum fine
of $50,000; and

(i1) in the case of a continuing offence, to a further fine not
exceeding $500 for every day or part thereof during which
the offence continues after conviction.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of any written law to the
contrary, a District Court or Magistrate’s Court shall have the
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jurisdiction to try any offence under subsection (5) and to impose the
maximum penalty prescribed therefor under that subsection.

(7) Any person who, being the owner of a vehicle in respect of
which a notice has been given by a manufacturer or dealer under this
section, fails to produce the vehicle for rectification within such
period as may be specified in the notice or such other period as the
Registrar may allow shall be guilty of an offence.

(8) The Authority, with the approval of the Minister, may make
rules for the purposes of carrying this section into effect.

(9) In this section —

“dealer” means a person who is engaged in the business of
importing or selling vehicles;

“safety-related defect”, in relation to a vehicle, means a feature of
the design or construction of the vehicle that is liable to cause
significant risk of personal injury or death to any person using
the vehicle or any other road user, and includes any defect
relating to a component of the vehicle that is bought by the
manufacturer of the vehicle from a supplier and sold by the
manufacturer of the vehicle together with the vehicle as
original equipment.”.

Amendment of section 34

6. Section 34 of the principal Act is amended by deleting paragraph ()
and substituting the following paragraph:

“(r) to regulate the registration, licensing, keeping and use of
heavy vehicles.”.

Amendment of section 34A

7. Section 34A of the principal Act is amended by deleting the definition
of “authorised officer” and substituting the following definition:

11313

authorised officer” means any employee of the Authority, or
any other person, who is duly authorised by the Registrar in
writing to carry out any particular function or to exercise any
particular power under this Part;”.
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Amendment of section 87

8. Section 87 of the principal Act is amended by deleting subsection (1)
and substituting the following subsection:

“(1) The Deputy Commissioner of Police or the Registrar may by
notice in writing require the owner of any licensed vehicle to produce
either or both the vehicle or the licence relating thereto for an
inspection at such time and place and by such person as may be
specified in the notice.”.

Repeal and re-enactment of section 93

9. Section 93 of the principal Act is repealed and the following section
substituted therefor:

“Power to examine vehicles

93.—(1) Any police officer in uniform may, for the purpose of
ensuring that any vehicle or trailer that is being used on a road
complies with this Act or the rules, at any time —

(a) examine the vehicle or trailer or the licence relating thereto;
or

(b) order the owner or driver of the vehicle or trailer to deliver
the same for an inspection by such person and at such time
and place as the police officer may specify.

(2) Any person who obstructs a police officer in the exercise of his
powers under subsection (1)(a) or fails to comply with any order
given by the police officer under subsection (1)(b) shall be guilty of
an offence.”.

Amendment of section 94

10. Section 94 of the principal Act is amended by deleting subsection (4)
and substituting the following subsection:

“(4) Where a motor vehicle or trailer is weighed under this section,
a certificate of weight shall be given to the person in charge of the
motor vehicle by the person who carried out the weighing of the
vehicle.”.



New Part VA

11. The principal Act is amended by inserting, immediately after section
111, the following Part:
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“PART VA
LICENSING OF TAXI SERVICE OPERATORS

Taxi service operator

111A. For the purpose of this Part, a person operates a taxi service
if, in the course of business, he owns more than one taxi and leases all
or any of such taxis to individual drivers for the purpose of providing
a service whereby —

(a) the taxis ply for hire or are available for hire from designated
taxi stands; or

(b) bookings for the use of such taxis are accepted and taxis are
assigned to persons making such bookings.

Licence required for operating taxi service

111B—(1) No person shall operate a taxi service unless he has
been licensed to do so by the Authority.

(2) Any person who operates a taxi service without a licence
granted by the Authority shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both and, in the
case of a continuing offence, to a further fine not exceeding $500 for
every day or part thereof during which the offence continues after
conviction.

Application for, grant and duration of, licence

111C.—(1) An application for a licence required under section
111B shall be made to the Authority in such form or manner as the
Authority may require and shall be accompanied by —

(a) such particulars, information and documents as may be
specified by the Authority; and
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(b) 1if required by the Authority, a statutory declaration by the
applicant verifying any information contained in or relating
to the application.

(2) The grant of licences under this section shall be at the discretion
of the Authority and the Authority may, on receiving an application
under subsection (1), grant a licence to the applicant on such terms
and subject to such conditions as it thinks fit.

(3) In determining whether to grant a licence under this section and
what terms and conditions to impose thereon, the Authority shall
consider —

(a) the character and fitness of the applicant to be granted with a
licence or, where the applicant is a body corporate, the
character and fitness of the members of the board of
directors or committee or board of trustees or other
governing body of the body corporate;

(b) the financial resources of the applicant;

(c¢) whether the applicant is likely to provide a satisfactory taxi
service to members of the public in respect of safety,
continuity, regularity of operation, frequency, punctuality,
reasonableness of charges and general efficiency;

(d) the existence of other taxi services and the demand for taxi
services;

(e) the type of taxis proposed to be used by the applicant in
providing the taxi service; and

(f) any other matter which the Authority thinks relevant.

(4) Any person aggrieved by a refusal of the Authority to grant a
licence may, within 14 days of the refusal, appeal to the Minister
whose decision shall be final.

Certain conditions subject to which licence may be granted

111D.—(1) Without prejudice to the generality of section 111C(2),
the Authority may, in granting a licence thereunder, impose
conditions —
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controlling or restricting, directly or indirectly, the creation,
holding or disposal of shares in the licensee or its
shareholders, or of interests in the undertaking of the
licensee or any part thereof;

requiring the payment to the Authority of a fee on the grant
of the licence or the payment to it of periodic fees during the
currency of the licence or both, of such amount as may be
determined by the Authority;

requiring the licensee to do, or not to do, such things as are
specified or described in the licence;

relating to the extent, hours and general level of the services
to be provided by the licensee to members of the public;

relating to the condition and use of the taxis employed by the
licensee in operating the taxi service;

relating to the conduct of the employees, agents and
contractors of the licensee (including the persons to whom
the licensee leases taxis in connection with the operation of
the taxi service);

specifying codes of practice and standards of performance in
connection with —

(1) the operation and provision of taxi services;

(i1) the conduct of licensees and their employees, agents
and contractors in the provision of taxi services
(including the persons to whom the licensees lease taxis
in connection with the operation of the taxi service);
and

(i11) the preservation and promotion of fair competition
amongst persons who have been licensed under this Part
to operate taxi services;

requiring the licensee to undergo and pass such audit as the
Authority may determine for compliance with —

(1) the relevant provisions of this Act and the rules;

(11) the terms and conditions of the licence being held by the
licensee;
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(i11) the codes of practice and standards of performance
issued by the Authority under paragraph (g); and

(iv) any direction given by the Authority under section
111G; and

(i) requiring the licensee to obtain membership in or to make
contributions to such body or organisation as may be
specified by the Authority, being a body or an organisation
that provides training programmes and other activities which
the Authority thinks beneficial to the taxi industry.

(2) For the purpose of subsection (1)(4) —
(a) the audit shall be conducted by —

(1) such officers of the Authority who have been duly
designated by the Authority for the purpose; or

(i) a qualified independent audit team approved by the
officers referred to in sub-paragraph (i) for the purpose;

(b) the Authority may require the licensee —

(1) to submit to the Authority or to the persons conducting
the audit such information as the Authority may specify
which pertains to the operation of the taxi service by the
licensee; and

(i1) to allow the persons conducting the audit to carry out
on-site collection or verification of any information
which pertains to the operation of the taxi service by the
licensee;

(c¢) any sample size used by the persons conducting the audit
shall be deemed to be reasonable; and

(d) the costs of and incidental to the conduct of the audit shall
be borne by the licensee.
Constitution of firm or company to be licensed

111E.—(1) If the applicant for a licence is a partnership, all the
members of the partnership must be approved by the Authority.

(2) If the applicant for a licence is a company, all the directors of
the company must be approved by the Authority.
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(3) No person shall be appointed to be a new partner or director of a
licensee unless such person is approved by the Authority.

(4) Every licensee shall inform the Authority of —

(a) the withdrawal by, or the expulsion of, any partner from the
partnership;

(b) the resignation or removal of any director of the company;
and

(c¢) the death of any partner or director.

Modification of licence conditions

111F.—(1) Subject to this section, the Authority may modify the
conditions of a licence imposed under section 111D.

(2) Before modifying the conditions of a licence under subsection
(1), the Authority shall give notice to the licensee —

(a) stating that it proposes to make the modification in the
manner as specified in the notice; and

(b) specifying the time (not being less than 28 days from the
date of service of the notice on such licensee) within which
written representations with respect to the proposed
modification may be made.

(3) Upon receipt of any written representation referred to in
subsection (2), the Authority shall consider such representation and
may —

(a) reject the representation; or

() amend the proposed modification in accordance with the
representation or otherwise,

and, in either event, the Authority shall thereupon issue a direction in
writing to the licensee requiring that effect be given within a
reasonable time to the proposed modification specified in the notice
or to such modification as subsequently amended by the Authority.

(4) Any licensee aggrieved by the decision of the Authority under
subsection (3) may, within 28 days of the receipt by him of the
direction, appeal to the Minister whose decision shall be final.
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(5) The Authority shall not enforce its direction —
(a) during the period referred to in subsection (4); and

(b) whilst the appeal of the licensee is under consideration by
the Minister.

(6) If no written representation is received by the Authority within
the time specified in subsection (2)(b) or if any written representation
made is subsequently withdrawn, the Authority may forthwith carry
out the modification as specified in the notice under subsection (2)(a).

Power of Authority to give directions to licensees

111G—(1) The Authority may give directions to be observed by
licensees for the purpose of —

(a) ensuring that such licensees provide satisfactory taxi
services to members of the public in respect of safety,
continuity, regularity of operation, frequency, punctuality,
reasonableness of charges or general efficiency; and

(b) preserving and promoting fair competition amongst such
licensees.

(2) A direction under subsection (1) —

(a) shall require the licensee concerned (according to the
circumstances of the case) to do, or not to do, such things as
are specified or described in the direction;

(b) shall take effect at such time, being the earliest practicable
time, as is determined by or under that direction; and

(c¢) may be revoked or modified at any time by the Authority.

(3) Before giving a direction to any licensee under subsection (1),
the Authority shall, unless the Authority in respect of any particular
direction considers that it is not practicable or desirable, give
notice —

(a) stating that the Authority proposes to make the direction and
setting out its effect; and
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(b) specifying the time within which representations or
objections to the proposed direction may be made,

and shall consider any representation or objection which is duly made.

(4) Every licensee shall, at his own expense, comply with every
direction of the Authority given to the licensee under this section.

(5) Any licensee who is aggrieved by any direction of the Authority
under subsection (1) may, within 14 days after the licensee is served
with the direction, appeal to the Minister whose decision shall be
final.

(6) The Authority shall not enforce its direction —
(a) during the period referred to in subsection (5); and

(b) whilst the appeal of the licensee is under consideration by
the Minister.

Power of Authority to deal with errant licensees
111H—(1) If the Authority is satisfied that any licensee —

(a) has contravened any relevant provision of this Act or the
rules, any term or condition of his licence or any code of
practice, standard of performance or direction issued by the
Authority under this Part;

(b) has failed to secure the compliance by any of his employees,
agents or contractors (including the persons to whom the
licensee has leased taxis in connection with the operation of
the taxi service) with any provision, term, condition, code of
practice, standard of performance or direction referred to in
paragraph (a); or

(c¢) has otherwise failed to provide a satisfactory taxi service in
respect of safety, continuity, regularity of operation,
frequency, punctuality, reasonableness of charges or general
efficiency,

the Authority may, subject to the provisions of this section —

(i) issue such written order to the licensee as it considers
requisite for the purpose of securing the compliance by the
licensee or any of his employees, agents or contractors
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(including the persons to whom the licensee has leased taxis
in connection with the operation of the taxi service) with the
provision, term, condition, code of practice or standard of
performance or direction referred to in paragraph (a);

(11) require the licensee to pay to the Authority, within a
specified period, a financial penalty of such amount not
exceeding $100,000 as the Authority thinks fit; or

(111) suspend or cancel the licence being held by the licensee in
whole or in part.

(2) The Authority shall, before requiring the payment of any
financial penalty under subsection (1)(ii) or suspending or cancelling
a licence under subsection (1)(iii), give to the licensee notice in
writing of its intention to do so and shall in such notice call upon the
licensee to show cause within such time as may be specified in the
notice as to why he should not be required to pay a financial penalty
or why his licence should not be suspended or cancelled, as the case
may be.

(3) If the licensee —

(a) fails to show cause within the period of time given to him to
do so or such extended period of time as the Authority may
allow; or

(b) fails to show sufficient cause,

the Authority shall give notice in writing to the licensee of the date by
which the financial penalty shall be paid or from which the
suspension or cancellation of his licence is to take effect, as the case
may be.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), any licensee who is aggrieved by any
decision of the Authority under subsection (1) may appeal to the
Minister whose decision shall be final.

(5) An appeal under subsection (4) shall be brought within the
following time:

(a) in the case of an appeal from a written order issued under
subsection (1)(i), within 14 days from the date on which the
written order is served on him; and
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(b) 1in the case of an appeal from the imposition of a financial
penalty under subsection (1)(ii)) or the suspension or
cancellation of a licence under subsection (1)(ii1), within
14 days from the date on which the notice in writing is given
to him under subsection (3).

Recovery of sums payable under this Part

1111. Where any fee, contribution, financial penalty or other sum
payable under this Part remains due and unpaid by a licensee, the
Authority may require the licensee to pay interest thereon at the
prescribed rate, and any such fee, contribution, financial penalty or
other sum, and any interest thereon, may be recovered by the
Authority in any court of competent jurisdiction as if they were
simple contract debts.

Rules for purposes of this Part

111J. The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister, make
rules for any purpose for which rules may be made under this Part and
for prescribing anything which may be prescribed under this Part, and
otherwise for the purpose of carrying this Part into effect.”.

New section 127A

12. The principal Act is amended by inserting, immediately after
section 127, the following section:

“Power to require evidence of identity in certain cases

127A.—(1) If any person commits a prescribed offence in the view
of the Registrar or an authorised officer, the Registrar or authorised
officer may require such person to furnish evidence of his identity and
such person shall thereupon furnish such evidence of his identity as
may be required by the Registrar or authorised officer.

(2) Any person who —

(a) refuses to furnish any evidence of identity required of him
by the Registrar or an authorised officer under subsection
(1); or
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(b) wilfully furnishes to the Registrar or authorised officer any
information that is false,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $500.

(3) If any person refuses to furnish any evidence of his identity
when required to do so under this section or if the Registrar or an
authorised officer has reason to believe that any information furnished
by such person is false, the Registrar or authorised officer may
without warrant arrest such person.

(4) No person arrested under subsection (3) shall be detained longer
than is necessary for bringing him before a court unless the order of a
court for his detention is obtained.

(5) In this section —

“authorised officer” means any employee of the Authority or any
other person who is duly authorised by the Registrar in writing
to exercise the powers conferred on an authorised officer under
this section;

“prescribed offence” means any offence under this Act or the
rules which is prescribed by the Minister as an offence to
which this section applies.

(6) For the purpose of this section, the Registrar may, with the
written approval of the Minister, authorise any employee of any
omnibus operator to exercise the powers of an authorised officer
under this section in respect of any prescribed offence that is
committed within a bus interchange or on an omnibus.”.

Amendment of section 129

13. Section 129 of the principal Act is amended —

(a) by deleting paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and substituting the
following paragraph:

“(a) in relation to an application made under this Act or
the rules for registration or the cancellation of the
registration of a vehicle, the grant of any approval,
permit or licence to himself or any other person, or for
the purpose of preventing the grant or variation of any



20

25

30

17

approval, permit or licence or of procuring the
imposition of any condition or limitation in relation to
any approval, permit or licence, makes any statement
or declaration which is false or in any material respect
misleading;”;

(b) by deleting the words “and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $5,000 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or to both.” in the 25th, penultimate and
last lines of subsection (2) and substituting the following words:

“and shall be liable on conviction to be punished as follows:

(1) 1in the case of a person who is convicted for the first
time of an offence under subsection (2)(a) or (d) in
connection with the alteration of a supplementary
licence issued under section 11A, with a fine not
exceeding $10,000;

(i1) 1in the case of a person who is convicted of a second or
subsequent offence under subsection (2)(a) or (d) in
connection with the alteration of a supplementary
licence issued under section 11A, with a fine not
exceeding $20,000 or with imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 12 months or with both; and

(ii1) in any other case, with a fine not exceeding $5,000 or
with imprisonment for a term not exceeding
12 months or with both.”; and

(c¢) by inserting, immediately after subsection (2), the following
subsection:

“(2A) Notwithstanding the provisions of any written law to
the contrary, a District Court or Magistrate’s Court shall have
the jurisdiction to try any offence under this section and to
impose the maximum penalty prescribed therefor.”.

Amendment of section 135

14. Section 135(1) of the principal Act is amended by deleting the words
“Minister for Communications” in the 5th line and substituting the words
“Minister for Transport”.



18
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This Bill seeks to amend the Road Traffic Act (Cap. 276).
Clause 1 relates to the short title and commencement.

Clause 2 amends section 2(1) by deleting the definition of “trishaw”, which is now
redundant, and makes a technical amendment to the definition of “Minister”.

Clause 3 amends section 11A to prescribe new penalties for offences under that
section. These new penalties will not be linked to the amount of road tax payable on
the vehicle used in the commission of the offence, as is currently the case. The District
Courts and Magistrates’ Courts will also be empowered to try any offence under the
section and to impose the maximum penalty prescribed therefor.

Clause 4 amends section 19 to remove the requirement for the display of a vehicle
licence. The requirement will be re-enacted with suitable modifications in rules to be
made under the Act.

Clause 5 inserts a new section 23A that requires a manufacturer or dealer of
vehicles, on becoming aware of any safety-related defect in any vehicle manufactured
or sold by him, to notify the Registrar and the owner of such vehicle of the defect, and
to rectify the defect upon the vehicle being presented for rectification pursuant to the
notice.

Clause 6 amends section 34 to empower the Minister to make rules to regulate the
keeping and use of heavy vehicles. Currently, the Minister’s powers relate only to the
regulation of the registration and licensing of heavy vehicles.

Clause 7 amends section 34A to widen the class of persons who may be appointed
as authorised officers for the purposes of Part IA of the Act.

Clause 8 amends section 87(1) to make slight alterations to the procedure for the
inspection of vehicles or vehicle licences thereunder.

Clause 9 repeals and re-enacts section 93 to empower a police officer in uniform to
require the owner or driver of a vehicle or trailer to deliver the same for an inspection
by such person and at such time and place as the police officer may specify.

Clause 10 amends section 94(4) to implement a minor change in the procedure for
the weighing of vehicles under that section.

Clause 11 inserts a new Part VA which provides for the licensing of taxi service
operators.

The new Part VA consists of 10 new sections, namely sections 111A to 111J.

The new section 111A explains when a person is regarded as operating a taxi
service for the purposes of the new Part VA.

The new section 111B prohibits any person from operating a taxi service unless he
is licensed to do so by the Authority.
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The new section 111C relates to the application for and the grant and duration of a
licence to operate a taxi service.

The new section 111D stipulates certain conditions subject to which the Authority
may grant a licence to any person.

The new section 111E sets out certain constitutional requirements that a firm or
company applying for a licence must satisfy before it may be granted a licence by the
Authority.

The new section 111F provides for the procedure by which the Authority may
modify the conditions of a licence.

The new section 111G empowers the Authority to give directions to licensees for
the purpose of —

(a) ensuring that such licensees provide satisfactory taxi services to members of
the public in respect of safety, continuity, regularity of operation, frequency,
punctuality, reasonableness of charges and general efficiency; and

(b) preserving and promoting fair competition amongst such licensees.

The new section 111H sets out the measures that the Authority can take against
errant licensees.

The new section 1111 relates to the recovery by the Authority of sums due and
payable to it by licensees under the new Part VA.

The new section 111J empowers the Authority, with the approval of the Minister, to
make rules for the purposes of the new Part VA.

Clause 12 inserts a new section 127A to empower the Registrar or an authorised
officer to require evidence of identity from any person who commits a prescribed
offence in the view of the Registrar or authorised officer, and to arrest such person
without warrant if he refuses to furnish any evidence of identity when so required or
furnish any information that the Registrar or authorised officer has reason to believe is
false.

The new section also empowers the Registrar, with the written approval of the
Minister, to authorise any employee of any omnibus operator to exercise the powers of
an authorised officer under the section in respect of any prescribed offence that is
committed within a bus interchange or on an omnibus.

Clause 13 amends section 129 —

(a) to make it an offence for any person to make any false statement or
declaration in relation to an application for the cancellation of the
registration of a vehicle or for any approval granted under the Act or the
rules;

(b) to prescribe different penalties for an offence under subsection (2)(a) or (d)
in connection with the alteration of a supplementary licence issued under
section 11A; and
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(¢) to empower the District Courts and Magistrates’ Courts to try any offence
under the section and to impose the maximum penalty prescribed therefor.

Clause 14 makes a technical amendment to section 135(1).

EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC MONEY

This Bill will not involve the Government in any extra financial expenditure.






